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The Sounds
Foreshore Reserve

When European settlers came to New Zealand, one of the
Sfreedoms they sought in their new homeland was public
access to waterways. Today, most of New Zealand's
coastline and rivers bave some sort of provision for
public access.

In the Marlborough Sounds, a strip averaging 20 metres

above the mean bigh tide mark and covering 900km of

the total 1200km coastline bas been made a local
purposes reserve. Known as the Sounds Foreshore
Reserve, it is owned by the people of New Zealand, and
since 1987 has been managed on their bebalf by the
Department of Conserveation.

PUBLIC ACCESS

The main purpose of the Sounds Foreshore Reserve (SFR)
is to provide public access to the foreshore.

* For the general public this means the right to come
ashore from the sea and to traverse the reserve for any
lawful reason.

« For residents and bach owners with adjoining land, this
may mean permission to construct and maintain
access-related structures and tracks on the reserve,

The SFR legislation also provides a framework for:

¢ Controlling any new buildings and access-related
matters.

¢ Dealing with ‘historic’ situations where houses and
other structures were built on the foreshore before it was
given reserve status.

* Protecting the scenic, historic and natural features of
the foreshore.

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR LAND-OWNERS

Structures

Applications to construct new structures on the SFR, such
as boatsheds, tracks, retaining walls and winch trolleys,
have to meet the following criteria:

» The need for the structure must be access-related.

+ It must not be possible for the structure to be built on
the applicant’s property.

« Buildings must not be used for accommodation or for
commercial use.

« Public access to the foreshore must not be restricted.
If you want to build any structure on the SFR you need to
apply to the department’s Sounds Area Office to ensure the
application complies with the SFR legislation. The
application must also meet safety standards set by the
department. You must also check with the Marlborough
District Council for any building permit or Resource
Management Act requirements.

Living Accommodation

The department’s policy on accommodation is to:

e Manage the existing licences for dwellings.

e Prohibit the construction of further living
accommodation.

= Prohibit the extension of any living accommodation.

°  Require owners to consult the department before
undertaking renovations or alterations.

* Require licensees to remove any structure declared
uninhabitable during the term of a licence.

«  Require buildings on the reserve to be removed when
alternative accommodation has been established on
neighbouring freehold land.

»  Prohibit the commercial use of buildings.

Conservation Values

The department has a responsibility to maintain the scenic,
historic and natural features of the SFR.

+  Low-profile building designs and natural colours are
encouraged.

«  Approval is required for developments, such as lawns
and tracks, which will affect vegetation on the SFR.

* Archaeological sites are often found on the SFR. Any
proposal to disturb these sites requires approvals from the
department, New Zealand Historic Places Trust and, in the
case of a Maori site, from the appropriate iwi.

Farming and Forestry

Public access provisions still apply on SFR around the edge
of farmed land, although it may appear part of the farm.
There are special provisions for existing farm buildings that
allow for a 33-year licence and a nominal rental. Temporary
storage of marine farming gear on the foreshore may be
permitted as long as vegetation is not damaged, public
access is maintained and the site is kept tidy. In plantation
forestry areas, the department must be consulted on
matters such as barging sites and access across the reserve
prior to forest harvest.

Establishing the Boundary

Although a distance of 20 metres above the mean high
water mark may be used as a rough guide to determine the
extent of the SFR, it is the landowner's responsibility to
determine their actual property boundary.To be certain of
the boundary, either a survey is required or the original
survey pegs must be located. Any adapted survey
information is included in the SFR licence. Note that the
boundary of the reserve is not affected by erosion or
accretion of the shoreline.



